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more cl had notthe inve- 
enemies of the Goſpel, the carnal 
ſtopt the paſſage by enraging the 
againſt the Apoſtles, as you may 
Go on to the r7, Chapter, 

& You find the Apoſtles ſucceſ- 
ching the Goſpel at Theſſaluni- 
ultitude of devout Greeks 

the chief women not A few, 


: 2 7 But v. 5. the Jews their old ad- 


. 
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; oppoſe; &. The like lucceſs 
they had hy gx Io, 11, 12. and the 


ume oppbſers, v. 13, At Corinth; Ack 


18. 8. wich 12, 13. At Rome, though 


few of the Jews believed, AH, 28. 23.— 
10 the end; yet the ſeed which Pax! caſt 


ſprung up into a flouriſſiag Gen- 


tie- Church, whoſe. Faith was ſpoken of 


throughout the whole World; Nom. 1. 8. 
Nis needleſs to heap up inſtances of this 
nature, they being common and ob- 
vious to any that obſerve them. I hus 


"you ſee that de fade it was ſo; (and the 


caſe is not much alter d now) that it was 


mich more ordinary and frequent, to ſee 


a penirent Publican or Hatlot, or the like 
Fl Sine, then to ſee à proud, ſelf- 
atifying Phariſee, or Fotmaliſt, repent- 

ing and embracing Chriſt, | 
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\ wiſe, chat it may T hat it un 


F 5s bi! chat witleth, in bin that rer. 
neth G 
And then, Thirdly; Feaſt of all-is it ro 
be that God ealleth the Publi- 
can; Martot, or other Profane Sinner, 6 
having er delight in them 
aud: No farely, fin is the ſole object o 
f 
þ 
1 


God'shatred, Hab. 1.13. He ifof purer 
1 — 7 4 imquity. And for Pub. 
and Kerio, whom doth God 


m 09 tries in Gods Ear 
tHabbah: 2/11;1%. The tene fb 
dar of the Wall, Oe. and for Hark 
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re 


cularly: 


26--30. Not many wiſe men after the 
fleſh, c. ire call, but God hath choſen 
the fooliſh things of the World to 

__—_ And why ſo?- The reaſon 
is re v. 29. That no fleſb M 
glory in bis preſence, God's deſign is, to 
exclude man's boaſting, Row 3.37. Eph. 
| 2,9; And what more effectual way to do 
«| chen this? | | 
| 2. To exalt his own Mercy, (a neceſſa- 
ry — of the „e. — 
4 aa . 
Scales ot — the one 27 ag the 
ocker falls. This you ſee, fer, 9. 13.” Rom: 
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n 
B 3 juſtified, 


1, To depreſs Man's Merit, 1 Cer. 1, 


7 


.. Ee, 2,7, Whe ſeare called, 


have to all eternity, of the 
Mercy! See 1 Tim. 1. 124-16, 
his will fill their mouths with che High 


Praiſes of the moſt wr | 


them ſtrive to raiſe their hearts to the 
higheſt pitch of Thankfulneſs. Thus 
much for the Reaſons reſpecting God. 
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| CHAP, III. : 

A ſecond fort of Reaſons (viz, Why the 
' Word {et worthy on the Prophane; 
then the Formabſt is general. 


2; Nut that which more concerns 
; us to enquire into, is, Why 
the means of Salvation hath an eaſier in- 
fluence and finds readier- accep- 
G 
wi Formal! pocritical 
Profeſſor > For ſince God — 
works by means, and that means ordina- 
ily hath more or leſs operation, accord- 
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to the greater capacity, or aci- 
2 . 2 ſubject it meets gs : 


not the Word rather find enter- 

into the hearts of the Moral For- 

0 l then the Prophane Sinner ? 
general take this account of it; 

There are more obſtructions and impe- 


dments lye in the way of the Goſpel, ro 
2 its * upon the Formaliſt, then 


| in reſ 
. abſolute eee N 
yet. in reſpect of his ordinary way of 


working, it is more difficult to convert 
the former than the later: And theſe 
ions, are either, 1. Ab intra: 
*. * Ab extra. he 
Inward Impediments of . 
words ia upon the Fermaliſt, vn. 
ſuch as are in helf. 

i. Aura. There are many things 
in che Formaliſt himſelf to binder bis 
Conyerſion, which are not found in the 
Prophane. 

Reaſon 1, It is much more difficult 
to convince a Formaliſt of Sin, (which is 
a..neceſſary Anticedent to Converſion) 
then a Prophane perſon , and this I make 
out 1 a twofold conſideration, 

is evident cha man, every man,is 
B 4 naturally 


the world together. 
fault upon his Wife, ſhe upon rhe Ser- 
pent, Gen, 3.11,12, 13. Thus che Jem 
cal wich God, they put bim to prove, 
Fer. 3. 23, 29, 35. ſtand upon their 
own. juſtification. So often in Malach, 
Chap. 1..7. and 2.13, 14,17, and. 
7, 8, 13. Verein have we polluted thee? 
22 2 have we ** thee ? Anil 
we /} o much againſt t her 
They will 2 an ſhame. 
Man is loath to ſee and own his fault; 
dis death to him to de found guiſty; as 
Fob 24. ty, If. 2 7 the _— 
zel for the rwilight,-- If one know t ; 

hey are in the terrors ef the ade of 

2 till we deal witch x Sie as Tam 

with her Father in Law, Fadab, Cen. 38, 
. 25x: Produce the Signet Bracelets and 
Staff; , undeniable reſtnnohies of their: 
| ers wi 3 convinced, 
on Wi { elude, excufe, ex-. 
renuate , roo Pegs (Fo lay an Image in 
the Bed chat David may eſcape ? cloak 
. their ſin wich tie name of vertue, * 
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A Fip-leaf rather then no- 
cover their nakednefs. fis 
diſcernable in the beſt, David owns not 
his ſin, till ir be directly charg'd upon him, 
3 the man, 2 Sam. 12. J. 74 

a good man, 20. 4. 2.) is 
wroth with the Seer, puts him in a 

e 


— — and is in a rage with him, | 
of hissplain and home reproof. 


Man, like a ſtout enemy, will not yield 
＋ 2 be hath any Fortreſs to fly to. 
And then 

2. The Formaliſt harh more ſhifrs and 
evaſions, then the prophane Sinner; he 
hath more to ſay for hitnfelf, more excu- 
ſes and pretences to cloak his fin withal : 
as ſome wild Beaſts have many Bur- 
tows, or Shelters ro fly to when purſu- 


ed; Acta confeſſes not, till his very 


perſon be taken. Though the Tribe be 
taken, yet poſſibly the Lot may fall upon 
another Lamily; the Family is taken, but 
Perhaps his 'Honſhold may eſtape; his 
Houſhold is taken, yet it may be che [.or 
may light” upon ſome other 'perfon 
while there is any hope, Achan yields 
not. Thus it is wich tie Formal it, many 
things lie herwixt him and the Word 5 en 
1. 4 


1 


I 
to add many more. | 
1, The Letter of the Law juſties him 
in a great meaſure, whereas ircondemns 
the profane perſon ; He looks upon the 
bare letter and ſhell of the Law, and is 
ready to ſay as he Mat. w.20. All theſe 
things bave I obſerved from my youth: Thus 
the Jews, Rom. 2, 17, Thou art called a 
Jew „ and-iwararduy Tl rh, reſteſt in 
or upon the Law: and v. 23. Thon ma- 
keſt thy boaſt of the Law, s being 
an exact obſetver of it, and ſo vers 
to be juſtified by it So ic was with Y 
while a Phariſee, Ph.. 2. C. as touching 
the rightegnſneſs of the Law, 44ers, 
blameles, without fault, no juſt charge 
or complaint could be brought againſt 
bim, 1 Tim. 1. 9, 10,11, The Law is not 
made for ( the condemnation of) the 
Righteous, but for the Lawleſs and Dif 
obedient ,. for the Ungodly, and Sinners; 
for unholy, and profane; for Murderers 
of Fathers, and Murderers of Mothers; 
for Man- layers, c. The Formaliſt aſ- 
fames, Hut 1 am no ſuch perſon, and 
ere- 
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therefore concludes, that the Law con- 
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Profeſſor of the Coſpel; and becauſe he 


demns him not. Tis true, in Theft, men 
will eaſily acknowledg that the Law is 
comprehenſive,” that more is'included in 
it chen is expreſſed, But bring it down 
ad Hypitheſin, to their particular caſes 
and ſins, and then they will ſcarce ac- 
knowledgany- thing a Duty but what is 

commanded, ora Sin, but what 
is expreſly forbidden. The Jews had a 
Proverbial Speech, That upon every a- 
pex or tittle of Scripture did bang a 
mountain of ſenſe; yet in point of pra- 
Rice, or conviction, or confeſſion of 
ſin, little or nothing is owned as a duty 
or fin, but what bath the expreſs injun- 
ction or inhibition of the Word: See it 
inthe example of the ſelf. juſtify ing Pha- 
riſee, Luke 18. 11. He mentions no fins 
but ſuch as the very letter of the Law 


condemns , Extortioners Unjuſt, Adul- | 


terers, &c, as if, becauſe he was none 
of thoſe groſſer ſinners, therefore he was 
no ſinner at all. Tis evident alſo by 
chat narrow gloſs which the Jewiſh Rab- 
bies had put upon ſeveral of the Com- 
mandments, refelled by our Sav our, 
Marth. 5. 21. And thus it is with a formal 


finds 


= 8 „ 


V not nor inks ber of thoſe. — 

Ales che Lr, 

— he declines the con- 

= power of the Word, 

and — ſhrowds If from it under this 

ſhelrer, whereas the Proſane Perſon, the 

Common Drunkard, Adulterer, Swen 

rer, &c. lies naked before the very letter 

akon, and every blow is upon the 
are. 

2.- As the Letter of the Law, ſo natu- 
ral Conſcience acquits him, and ſpeala 
peace to him. is dim-ſighted, and, till 
illightned by che Spirit. of God, rakes no 
notice of motes, ſmaller fins : and wits 
_ (while natural) corrupt and pars 

, when it ſhould con- 
Tis like an ignorant and unjuſt 
denn who either, through blindneſs can-- 
not, or bribery will not, take 1 — 
zance of the Malefactors crime. . 
this is requiſite in order to conviction. of 
ſin, chat Conſcience ſee and own, and 
charge it upon the ſinger, - *Tis not all 
che wirneſe from without. that will con- 
vince a man, till Conſcience do π u 
rufe, join its Teſtimony, and 
the crime home upon the man. 
ence, whether its Teſtimony be true, 
or 
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Ang 


eee 
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or fulſe, is Mntus Abencut, a Brazen- 
"wall ro fence off (onviction: What. will 


man care though all the World accuſe 
bim, while Conſcience acquits him? And 
thus it is with a Formaliſt, his Conſcience 
is an eaſie Judg, like that Steward, Cal. 
16. 6. willing to take up with duty to the 
halves, Fifty for an hundred; and not 
paſſeth 

and 
outface 


attempts made upon him for us Convi- 
ction. Now with groſs ſinhers it is o- 
therwiſe ; even natural Conſcience bears 
witneſs againſt him; even Hearhen's Con- 
ſciences accuſe for ſins againſt the light 
of Nature, and thoſe impreſſions of the 
Law of God which remain upon their 
hearts: See Rom. 2. 14, 1 5. Natural Con- 
ſrierice takes litele notice of Habits, but 
when they break out into gtoſi Acts, as 
— e here, it cannot 

altogether ſilent. Moſt profane Sin- 
ners are ( as tis ſaid of a convinced He- 
retick, Tir. 3, 11.) «Taxaraferd; felf- 
condemned , and therefore it is 
ordinarily much more eaſie to convince 
chem of à fin, when we have the advan- 
tage 


e 
of a witneſs in their, boſoms to 

—_— >; *I'is the proper office 2 

ſcience to witneſs with, or againſt a man, 

to acquir, or condemn bim ( in ſubot- 

dination to God's Word:) But having 

in « great meaſure, loſt both its knows 

qu and honedy ( che two eſſential re: 

payne 2 fall, L 

, Except le and 

— Fre the 8 a e 

and have diſobedience written in 

che very forehead of it, Till che bean 

of che Sun of Ri 6 be darted 

the Formaliſt's motes lie undiſcovet 

ö — and his blind and partial Saen 
gm eng Verdi. 

Another — or ſhelter, and 
which che Formaliſt lucks, and by which 
be declines the convi wer of the 
Word, is che ſecrecy bs ſins: He 
thinks be dances in « New, and acts un: 
feen. 80 that though the Arrow of the 
Word be directed to his Breaſt and bits * 

| his ſin, yet be perſwades himſelf it was 
not intended, rhough Conſcience ſome+ 
owns the ſin, being {truck 2 nd 
— — r to cha g's 
> yet he n ops its mou 
. ang hunſclf, elf, that the Mimidder To 


accidentally 
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that 
Sg eee : 


== the prophane — being con- 


ſtious of the notoriouſneſs of his ſins, 
and chat chey are ſuch as are obvious to 
the worlds eye, be is ready to thin that 
every word is directed to him; and 
therefore more apt to apply it. The 
Formalut, though conſcious: of a fin re- 
proved, yet is ready ro think, who ima- 
gines that I am guilty of ſuch aſfin? I 

ja for a godly man, a ſincere Chrittian, 
the opinion of good men; Mini- 
ſter, I know, judges better, and o- 


ther thoughts of me; and thus he waves 


the Charge. A ſour Thief will fland 
te Ju his. own juttification,. and outface 
when he knows the Act was ſo 
ſeetet that there can be no Teſtimony 
produced; thus it is with a Forma litt, 
whoſe ſins tor the moſt part are Chamber. 
fins, Cloſet-ſins, ſuch as are out of mens 
The notoriouſneſs of a ſin, 
is times a help co conviction, It's 
an eaſier matter to make a Malefactor 
own, and confeſs that crime, whereof he 
knows an hundred Witneſſes may be pro- 
duced, then of that which he preſumes is 
known to none but himſelf. I may = 


as NR — i 
1 Cr. 14. 4. If one chme in chat de 
— or or N be 2 convint'd 
ally be jaded of all : So the riotork 
ouſſy prophane perſon; when his drunł- 
:enneſs, uncleanneſs, ſwearing, & c. ate 
ifpoke ws, he isready. to think, this is in- 
me, and that every one in 


— Congregation, will interpret it a 
. han, and though it rvethe 
this heighrens his hatred 


the Word and Miniſter, yet if 

in wirh it, it bath a contrary, opets. 
tion, . ta edge the Word, and * 

* ne conviction, 

4. (VVhich is of affinity to all rhe, 0 
—— The ſmallneſs of his fin, s another 
: ſhelter; they are not aggravated by thaſe 
bloody and bheightning circumſtances, 3s 
the ſins of others. He baptizeth then 
with the name of ſlips, infirmities, fins of 
- dayly incurſion, unavoidable weakneſſes, 
ſpqts of God's own Children, ſuch as are 
incident and common to the beſt of men; 
nothing befalls him, in this, but what 
ordinary, yea , be compares h's (us 
with-thoſe of the godly, recorded. in 
Seripture; Abrabam's Lying; NA 
-Drunkennefs ; Le Incelt ; Devi 
NM 


— 
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rr 


eren 


An. 


imſelf as a Chriſtian of a 
eat attainments.. Now 


and 


8 


order to conviction, ahat a man not only 
ſee ſin, but ſee its finfulneſs, hainouſneſs, 
and aggravated by its circumſtances, till 
2 man ſay, as David, | P{alm 25,, * 
ardon my fn , for it is great; till wit 
| Fqal ," be apprebend it, 24 Abe 
Ne Rom, J. 13. Ont of meaſare 
1 till he look upon himſelf as * 
chief of ſinners, be will not be to pur- 
pole epainced, 44 Then will 
be cry our with Pau, Row, 7. 14. Jan 
OP ſold under fin, Tis fin, clothed 
rated circumſtances of Guilr, 
ebellion, Atheiſm, Co 
Tec. that awakens che Conſci- 


— 


wich e 


of G 


ence, and faſtens the Dart of conviction 

in the heart of a finner, I acknowledg 
- - indeed, that the ſame light is requiſite to 
diſcover. che hainouſneſs of a prophane 

2 ©  . perſons 


"nels again the finner. That fin, the 


8) 
perſons ſin, and the Arrow muſt be ſhot” 
with the ſame Hand out ofthe ſame Bow, 
chat pritks and pierces his heart, (for we 
n 
4 „Or. are 
counted — . "Cite 


uth, er.) yet if we conſider the means, 
Cheeky Jod ordinarily works on men, 
it will appear, chat where ſins are greater, 


more fe, more directly againſt the 
- exp tre of che word, it 5, eaſier 


to bring the finner to acknowledp- 

ment and conviction ; fince, in ſuch 
the Law and Conſcience will bear wir 
very act and matter whereof is exprelly 
condemned by che word, is more eaſily 
ſer home upon 4 mn, then when only 
ſome circumſtance makes it to be 2 ſin : 
e a 
| upon the'con- 
ſence by che Spirit of God, (whole 
work it is to convince of fin, abs 16. 8.) 
will appear exceeding ſinful. Agi. 
robbing an Orchard, when a Youch, was 
afterwards a ſin very hainous in his eyes, 
when by vos ech it in its ä 
ces; 4nd he aggravates it upon himſelf, 
by conſidering tiat it was againſt the 
| very 


— 
* 


rr Re T te. 


SAS 


; not o much out of love to the 
Fruit, as out of love to Sin; that he joyned 


We bra y , did it at 
night, havingſpenc the time before in 
Luxury: and Vanity ; that they carried 


a Burdens:, when came 
3 bad no fuch deſire to eat 


theſe and the like conſiderations, he 
Rea out into a paſſionate indignation 


againſt bimſelf, and exclamation, to God; 


4 heart, O my God, brbold . my 
Wert, which than haſt pitied in the loweſt 
Hel. Thus à ſmall ſeen in Gods 
light, appears odious and exceeding hai- 
nous: Even thoſe, Metm primo prim: 


(u the Schools call them) the ſuddain and 


indeliberate ſuggeſtions of ſin, not coming 
up to conſent, or action, have been mat- 
ter of ſtrong conviction and deep humili- 


ation to ſome ſouls; yea and have more 


aſſected them, then the groſſeſt acts, and 


greatest <xorbitancies.s Vet if we lock 


at God's ordinary way of . working, 


which is by che V Vord and Conſcience, / 
u will be eaſie to conceive, chat a ro- 
* C 2 phang' 


them, but caſtthem to the Swine. Upon 
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ure to the others 
Ln Mole-hillero the others Mon. 


laſt refuge I ſhall mention, is 
. 8 da e 
Many are 

£ and from bim 
with his ſins, and find- 
bis "Sins dal, his Greces (in he 
ſes) frong and vigorous, bis Per. 
many and excellent, he con- 

| — of himſelf, and under this 
wick Coy de ſhrouds bimſeif from 
"the: Vord, behind thi 
| be ſecnres himfelf- from the 
Gun · ſnot of Conviftion. Thus the Pha- 
riſee Late 18. 1 12. a ver as other 


Fl op 


1 
i 


ing 


1 0 


—»Y -- 
—_— 


o—_ 


y 
4 
d 
* 
n 
c 


SES . 


SS COLE YT SD WOT Fe: 


2 


— 


| (39) 

thoſe things wich the Law had feft 
donbrful; Oh yrhat magoifying and ſelf- 
applauding thoughts may we imagine him 
to have | How hardly could -a man 
have faſtned any. humbling, convincing 
word upon him? Thus it is with the 
Formaliſt, he looks upon his Zeal, Meek- 
nels,” Love to „and other like 


.Graces ; (for ſo they appear to him, 


* but common at beit) then 
dnſiders his Piety towards God, in his 
conſtancy in ordinary, and frequency .in 
extraordinary Duties; his Equity and 
Mercy towards man; his | 
and Full, and encreaſed with 
thinks Highly of himſelf, and admires 
himſelf, as much above the pitch of ordi- 
nary Chriſtians, - No being thus lifted 
up, it's no eaſie matter to bring him 
e will 


down; charge him with any fin, 


weigh it down with many good duties: 
His courſe and the tenour ofhis life is 


Ca Now with the Prophane per- 
{on cis otherwiſe, he hath no ſuch 2 
um; you take him Naked, and fo the 

C 3 Dart 


0 
2 Rev. 3.17. J 
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Dart will more hit, and pierce” 
er. Thus you ſee the Format 
more Evaſions, Refuges, Fortificati- 

ons againſt conviction, then the Pros: 


phane, and conſequently more difficult u 


convince him, 

| Reaſon 2, As it is harder to convince 
kim of ſin, ſo to beat him out of Self 
which yet muſt be done, or elfe a man is 
no true Convett: Self-denyal, is the 
firſt Leſſon we are taught in Chrilt's 
Song 
gion, and eſpecially in. point o 
xion, to diſctaun our own Righteouſneſs, 
and caſt our ſelves, venture our hopes 


upon Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, is the | | 


very nprrieus of i Chr.ſtian, and thar 
— 'him, both the Name and 
no his is Pas}'s frame, Phil. 3. 7. 
IT. 21. b. al for Chet Now its no 
eaſie matter to bring Fra rj 
eſpecially the Formalift is hardly 
faded to it. He . 4 
Jomerhing; yea enough of his own, wil 
n to goa 


creature, and {oath to be beholding 7 
any, till meer neceſlity force him: 
* that hath waſted h.s Patrimony, 


08 


RIES A Wee 


a 


1 andrioted away his eſtate, yer would fain 
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appear as good a Man as his FatheF, and 
maintain the Garb and Cuſtom of his An- 
ceſtors ; while he hath any thing left, he 
will not let his povertie appear: Thus 
we; Our firſt Parents had a Stock of 
Righteouſneſs, though they ' prodigally 
* and beggard themſelyes and all 

ir poſterity; yet we are loath to go 
a ing, till neceſſity wear our ſhame, 
and whip us out of qur pride. Now the 
Formaliſt cenceits, he hath a Rock with 
& himſelf to live upon; he can ſpin a 
VVeb out of his own Bowels to cover 
himſelf wichal; and if he have but 
Rag of his own, he values ic above Silks 


_. of anothers giving; Home- ſpun cloath 


is better then the coftlieſt cloath of Gold 
or Slver, of anothers providing. This 
s the great Impediment to a Formaliſt's 
IE” 
im, s lee 0 ug, y 
nothing! Tis * Precellency of . 
Chriſts - Righteouſneſs to ours, bur 4 
ſenſe of our abſolute need of his Righte- 


-ouſnebs, that drives ro Chriſt, There is 


à more direct oppoſition berwixt Self und 
Chriſt, then berwixt ſin and Chriſt, for 

fin, doth (at leaſt accidentally) drive us 
| C 4 ant 


about 22 Is ti own oe 
—.— Setting up Self, is * 


Ar not ſo much as 
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ted to the righteouſ1 {neſt 


2 ay tk ho n, 

g to him fleſh: 
blood — not Pai that Leſſon, 
Phi. 3,7,—11, As many Prayers, Fatt- 
ings,.. Alms-deeds ,” good VVorks, or 
ge Format bach, ſo 


ks canviction, and 
to d ſſwade him from a cloſe 
2 Now the Prophane perſon 


1 an, abſolute Baokrupe, an rich c: 


that I allude to it) to fill 
or hens bo I He 


g Tyther. I, and I still; Selfis 
Al Naß . * 
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2? He chat is ſtark naked, 


= Fu perſwaded to pur qu 


cloarhs of anothers Free · gift, then tre th 


at 
is. 
7 


TP A F «© 4 5mm ꝛ mꝙ «= a , e a. wm =» ere 


: 
G 


„ 
7 
1 
f 
; 
: 
| 
| 


= <a W»- 


R 
1 and warm to his ownappre? 


Reaſon 3. As the Formaliſt is more 


hirdſy, beaten out of ſelf, ſo he is more 
difficulrly perſwaded of his unregenerate 
eſtace, then the profane Perſon. He that 
thinks his eſtate good enough already, 
will not eaſily be — to change 
i: It's one ſtep ro Converſion, to 
our ſelves unconverted; to Happineſs, to 
ſee our ſelves miſerable. Tis Seca 
expreflion, Ido mat ari nam quia net 
primes eſſe credimus; The vreatreaſda 
of our perſiſting in our preſent condition, 
is, becauſe we conceit it good and ha 
py. This conceit damps all. Whi 
men think their ef of ace, they 


will not = out 4 it 92 
confidently - perſwa ey are in 
right, and therefore their cars are ſt 
inſt means of reducement, . True, 
neſt think thus of themſelves, but 
have no ground, and therefore are 
fooner begren out of this hold; bur the 
Formaliſt hath. much to ſay for himſeFf, 


.- 'can produce many evidences, whe he 


deceives himſelf and others. What Gra 

ces are peculiar to a Chriſtian which he 
bath not in appearance, and in his owh 
| | appre. 


yea, his 

nee, Zeal, c. ye, he can 

— when it was Tee ai 
rienceth- a real change in him 

fe; hates where he loved, and loves 

where he hated, Now here s a double 

work to do; we muſt firſt rate thoſe falſe 


foundations, walls as high as — | 


conſute his . feaſonings and 
which po +" Way to rove tis Cop 
verſion, we can wo 
upon him to draw him to Chriſt ary hin 
w hardly = * ane, > ing 
wnagine : Wall a man y per 
to pull all down, and begin upon a new 
when be hath brought i 
t the finiſhing ? Will one that is at hi 
journeys end, r a 
; you prevail with 
himſelf at Heavens — to * 
by the of Hell He that feels hi 
ſelf well, and is, to his ownappre 
on. and healchful, ſinds a univet 
GlEucraſie, bead and ſiomack, and each 
other part in its due temperament, will 
be hardly perſwaded that a mortal dif- 
* ciſed upon him, or to take 
Phyſick 
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| (35) 5 N 
Pliyſick as one lying at the point of 
death.” Men are not eaſily perſwaded 
out of an opinion of the goodneſs of 
their condition, when they feem to have 
taken it upon warrantable grounds. 

Prona vent cxpidis in ſna vota fi des. 
Men are eaſily perſwaded to believe | | 
that which — would have to be; and as — 
hardly diſſwaded from believing it. Now 

' protane perſon hath no ſuch evidences 
to produce: To convince him of his un- 
te condition, we need go no 
further but to his life and actions, the ve- 
ry tenour whereof ſpeaks him wicked: 
Bur to convince the Formaliſt, it is ne- 
ceſſary to dive into his heart, to diſco- 
ver his principles, ends, and intentions; 
and this is no eaſie matter; the heart is 
ſo full of windings, that neither we, nor 
himſelf can diſcover it: It is a grand 
chear, *rwil — fair ſor God. Chriſt, 
and Holineſs: David ſuſpects his own 
heart, ard therefore puts it under God's 
ſearch, Pſal, 139. 21-end. Thus we 
have diſcovered ſome of thoſe inward - 
| - - impediments which render the Conver- 
ſion ofa Forma li more difficult, then of 
A Profane perſon: Me come now to 
theſe” Ab extra; ſuch hinderances as are 
By wichcut 
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| L. Outward Impediments of 1 | 
— rr render Viz, ſud | 


__ — 4 Formaliſt very difficult, ; 


Their want of skill and induſtry t 
ay; God having appointed them as Ii 
ſtruments in this work, and the effect 
| —— hardly. or cal ly pryducible. t 
according to the kill of the Þ 

* Hut the — or ir 


od's abſolute Po« 


wer, it matters not what the Inſtrum 

be. ; Cy and Spittle ſhall: open - 

S 

| (he. more,/prevalent then Iror-tams, 
3 City; A Playſter of Figs: 

hall cure 2 Boyl, or  Plague-ſore,” 

God pleaſe: Nor is it leſs true, that t 


word is in its kind, a powerful we n 
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ns," 2 Cir. 10. 4, J. That & i 
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ited f e ide hakrts! 
„intentions, Heb. 4. 12, Bur 


10 


it cuts according as it i is managed and 
ö — A ge s arm can do 
wonders with an 


* Sword; 
1 (though 1 T would be loch to aſcribe ſo 
woch to the Mmiſters skill and induſtry 


ey . — ng 

t — — ders is 
— * deſect hag Skill 
: or induſtry, the work is lefs fuccesfull. 
Now in nothing are the 
God's Meſſengers more deficient; then in 
this Divine skill, ro unfold the m 


* of e 
is, though the hi Learn- 
ig, an moſt neceſſary for a Miniter, 

ſtudied: The ey d School- 
men were but Bats and in tlus kind 


then a Two-edged ſword, | 
che dividing aſunder 14 15 


Is that inſtance may intimate, or — | 


of . 


* We alas | "NE. 


the heads of their Auditors ; Suxe 1,aq 
too many ſhoot ſhort of their he 

This proceeds partly from our una 
reer artly; 
trom our not ſtudying the ſpirituali 

Religion : Alas do me not draw | 
out of Profanenels into 


there leave them ? If we bring hem 
70 a Form of Prayer, Hearing, 
performances, do we not think. the work 
p done We are too like ſome curiots 
Carver and Painters, that carve the 

, draw the Lineamenta, and lay 
Colours of Chriſtianity anity apo them, be * 
in t | 


do not labour to the fed 
Chrittians 1 We not tell —_ | 


5 10, 21. 
chat power muſt eee the 
mer, a the Soubto the Body. 
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not {0 live, as to con- 


D 


TEL 


, ſhunning 
dut they do 


c, condemned in the 


wed 


: * 
gn 6 t of thoſe amogz 
There a not that warmth in the 
e that vigoux in t 
aer and ations, that may quicha 
heat others, Men are apt to mabe n 
a at others deadneſs, as the peop 
did at the dead body of Amaſa, hs 
26, 12. 
* "Tis Roried of Jie, before his Cor 
verſion, that meeting once with a 
trey-· man, as he was in a journey, a fall 
og [a0 ronrie with him about dive 
in Religion, he obſerved the p ain | 
Feliow, bs ſo. experimentally, 6 | 
{6 much Den and n T 
bim firſt'begin to think, that there wa 
fomething more in thoſe Truths, then bi 
Notional- ne Learning had yet dil. 
covered ; which occaſioned his mot 5 
ſerious inquiry into them, and afterwax 
his Converſion. Livelineſs, and. af 
onategeſs in-Chriſlians, is a fi ingulat Spy 
£0 incite others; but alas ! bow rare 
2? This 2 in che beſt , do 


reer 


| hands of the Form f 
m a conceit, that he 18 
. Thus we have Is 
ni ſome of thoſe impediments, 
imſelf, and from Wen) which ye 
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eh otker- like dpries: 1 repre 


"wy antes wt... awe ren as” eb e ans tia 


not diſpoſitive. to Cotiverſion, ſo neither 
are Prous duties any hindgrance, bur fur- 
 theratice to it. Nay more, Nv oe 9s 
be Converted, you muſt do"what ww 
&; though not as they do. You mutt 
pray, hear, meditate, ec. though not in 
form. as they do, hut with power; not 
wy you chem when war's Bows de- 
them, putting no confidence in 
em. *Tis 2 the fort of 
that hinders Converſion, but becaaſe it is 
bur a form, and yet reſted in. 

4. I ma „ (though "it, not ſu 
Fee here ee 8 
be, and oſten are — and beneficial to 

e Prophane perſon 
or unproficable to all: they 
may teach others, though not themſelves, 
Prophaneneſs, gives occaſion of ſtumb- 
ling and offence to them without; the 
 Formaliſt's life carries ſome | 
Ae (and air pen le 
is heart be nau Ypocre” 
tical; his praRiſcs are good, though. 
principles aud ends be naught : Oct 
may ſee what they ought to do in him; 
W . che a o'be 
ugnt, 10 is irregular, not to 
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I PAY, &c, He will 
' (and in ſome 7. 

e things have I done fron 

1 34 ? He can fay 
„Lale 38, 11, 1, 1 

thank, Cod that I 4m wot as at her men ar; 
and with Pax/, Phil; 3. 6. 4. ronching the 
Fo eres neſs which is in the Law, Wame- 
+. his life is not ſpotted with any no- 
torious, ſcandalous fin; his 'Couſcience 


„his converſion mote hopeleſs 
N heart more obdurate then the vileſt 
s A \ drunkarg, 


— ariſtn 
N 
in, eſpecial 0 1 8 
doors his h heark, he fee 
iſm , pride, unbelief 1 en 
c. which ſodg in his boſom: this i 
thing in order to conve 
Paal bad all above-mentioned 
" © Phariſce, but till the law revived 
he died, Row: 7. 9, till he ſaw h 
carnal ſold yader fin, he remained 1 
2. The r, is ready to 6 
proud M onk, 1fdere, now” 
beo gow morn N I — 
ds a "i pv but if e 
— work be e he muſt chagg 
his note, and cty out with David, 
25. 11. Pin my fin, for it s a 
and with the Publica Luke 18. 13. 0 
be. merciful-to_me « ſinner. There is 
converſon w:thoue ſome dome 


e and ſonchoulgeſs about the p 
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ee de wit, azo} 
e Alt bim of his- own ri 
abnegat on of ſelf is 
nar to acceptation of C 
more chen whole burnt . 


lacri He can do dr 

deny them , he cannot =p bor 

all of and dung for Chriſt, &c; 

PhJ. 7 10, He doth, and expects for 
;. looks for heaven ot 8 4 gift of 

©, or the purchaſe of Chriſts blood, 
” wages for working,” He is much of 
"temper of thoſe two Vonks, or 
Fopith Prieſts, the one whereof proud- 
iy challenges God, Reda: miki vam ater- 
gen debrr, Pay me eternal life, 
which thou oweſt nie; the- other as 
ſcorpfully . rdfuferh. heaven as. a gift, 
Calum grad non Accepiam, Iwill not take * 
heaven on free-coſt ;, now hence, all ber 
. 90 God chat ſuch a one 
S es no more N then 

8 cutting off a dogs neck, 
| g Sw. nes blood; or bleſſing an Idol 

0 1 Ne 8 E phraim-like, Hef o, 

oy! 2 gi forth 5000 

at greac Idol,which(like Bel 
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F 17 ſecbad Leſſon we may hence, 
len, is this, viz. The Reaſan, or at 
alt a reaſon why Converſion is ſo rare 
e laſt days: Men are got up to a 
und ere tb ſtick: 12 
rern ould 
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, : We ” of + >£& xrld;ye 
* ente, it ſelf is got = 
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Means abound}, Light 
ſcience. Men canriot 9 — Coal 8 


euces from being Clamo 0us, with 


go tle loch they are to 
| ec, their profitable - { 

Hence I Givil Commotzoo, ( a5. 
Philoſopher ſpcaks of the morally is 


ed, ras „ de © Jv their 


are at odds wil 17 1 J. light. : 


lyft are togeck Ihe oh > nol 
ri Arg fel comprimize't 
differ and chr pwn he 
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pipe of ogra and mak 


won altre: thus they think to 
both Titereſls, viz. of thei fi 
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NE; | 
and of cheir ſouls, Tis true, there are 
Formalilts of different forms and de- 
des; ſome more groſs and. palpable, 
ers that ſpin a finer thread, and waſte 
re in the dark; but this fin, more or 
e is to be found in the generality of 
ſled Chriſtians , and cvs renders 
Converſion. a very rare and difficult 


Work. Ly 

3. This ſhews us, that ( although no- 
thing is common, yet.) nothing is more 
dangerous, to ſtep out of Prophanenchs 


% Formality : how ordinary is it for 
nototious ſinners, when beaten! out of 
open wickedneſs, to take Sanctuary in a 
form of Godlineſs > What's this, but to 


run further from God, while we ſeem to 
come-nearer him ? at beſt but to come 
our of Egypr, and ſlay in the Wilder- 
neſs ? ſuch men turn fin (like ſome thief 
or lewd Companion) out of the ſtreet- 
door, and then receive it in at a back- 
door, lodging it in the ſecret Chamber 
of cheir hearts; they retire out of the 
held of a more open -.boltility againſt 
God and Holineſs, bur betabe them- 
ſelves into an impregnable Caſile, where 
they ſer God and.Chriſt at Dehance : un- 
der ¶ pretence of Kiſſing, they do more 
ö | certainly 
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| Fell, 1 + ell you. the Div 


let me tell yo el chit 
none ſo ſurely his, as thoſe, who fep 
him under Chriſt's Livery, They 0 
chink themſetves Free; and yet are 
* moſt fikely to continue in Bonds 
e is twofold more the Child of Ul z 
Sho bach got a Cloak of Religion to 
ver his and filrhinefs withal ; 
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| e 2 wan, or in a nearer 

10 25 _— 2 there - 

as fitneſs or unfirneſ 

real e Got Omniporency ul 

| judg as man jndgeth, or look up- 

outward ap e, as man 

ug Whom d ner call 
| Formaliſt were we to gueſs accord- 

Ii to car nal Reaſon, whom 3 

Vold chuſe, would we not 


drmaliſt, * — Jeſs o Roy, 


arely the Lords annointed is 
m? thefe ſeem to meet God half way, 
{ not to be far from the, Kingdom of 
d. Who would rake (Rn We 
n bis be 155 : th — 
in uilding ? the ro 
+ Tones to make his wall? yet ſo it plea. 
s God to do ; God looks with other 
2 chen we do. At 9. 12, 13. Chriſt 
n bteous, but finners 
repentance. delights to make 
4 his works e and to build 
there is no appeararice” of founds- 
1 ag hs T 
J He will have bis grace to be, and 5 
Fear free, But to proceed ton | 


CHAP, 


CHAP, YL | 
er ſons and. third Uſe of the Pai 


Vn. Terrer t0 Io Formalft, and 


| verted, That cor 
8 (as that Text ſeet 


may app! 
TT 22 


* 


ä ire 
#445 wo 


e i the perſon, we ſpeak of : poſſi 
. 


bl n and Education make him 
& che name of Chriſtian; but he 
Fes not the abſolute neceſliry of Chriſts 
jphreoulſnefs to juſtifie and ſave him; 
fup! mng [ "bath enough in his own 
1 fore. Ha clisian beard Chriſt ſpeak- 
/ N ay 4 ” in er ro mans 
£& 7) Bar . have been ready 
J With Percy, to fay, is, Mar. 18. 22. Ma- 
ger Tpare t el or as , con- 
Tpare ; 
"1 'Ferning the recious ointment; oY 
* | el 


of i | ls , ec * 
8 — Gods holineſs the laws 
.purity and ſtricnels, and the imp 
ty and filchineſs of his own heart ; whe 


Jeg 
A 
e 


| 3 9). '& 
. ou, Cr 

be Servant l and woe to me, ao 
Prayers, Hearings, Graces, Ee. 
4 hte in Dary prac When he riſes 
Fin or gracious aQings, yer 
ef : Chriſt f as Skins Boa, 

| 4 aſe i, over mr. 
Tis remarkable, PHI“. 9 
= Ccomcifion Which worſtip Gd in the Spi- 
| eres Chriff Fu, and bave 


wi 8 of the former) 

He whoſe Duties and Holineſs are the 
weil of Pride, is the man we enquire af 
; 'Thns it was with the Phariſees, Ifa. 

32 3 12. ane Gem For- 


— 
bumiliry, he makes up in ſubſequent 
r= ——_— 


See 


the lar 
draw 
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(72) + 


* yer come to maturity: 
thruſts its ſelf forth into the — 4 * 
fore its time, ſeldom yew long-li . 
Such are. Formaliſts, they haſtily cate 
at Chriſt, before they are bumbled for 
ſin, or melted by godly forrow, ar [: 
therefore do as quickly forſake him: II 
like may be gathered from that other Pa- 
rable of the wiſe _ —_— 2 0 
Es. H. 48. The wile 
. 8 44 due, digged deep, and 

his foundation on a rock ; e foo iſh 
built without a foundation on the Earth, 2 
ſurely Humiliation and thorow com 
&ion ne the import « 15 
ing deep; and for want of t& 
Ggng, e building doth, 2 ſud | 
by. its own weight: for 4 
of theſe dews and moiſtures the beo 'F 
dried up from beneath, and thove Þ 
bud is cut off, 7ob 18, 16. As ther 
ral, ſo the ſpiritural birth. is atrec 
with pangs. Now the Formaliſt is ons 
that never felt theſe, or not to purpoſeyF; 
never ſo as to bring him off his own iok 
teouſneſs, or to ſubdue his will to an ac 
ceptance 'of Chriſt upon Goſpel terms 
* here I deſire to be rightly undef © 


it -- 


4 >.” R F - 1 F . 
_ A * 


3 3) 
te a 4 meaſure of 
don as neceſſary , not᷑ to all the 
B he meaſure; there is Sreac differende 3 
J. manner, meaſure, and continu- 
L on 6 of ie; all are not thrown upon the 
and deprived: of their ſight as 
4 was; all walk not in the Region of 
 hadow of dex nor go bowed down 
22 with a ſprrit To 
1 God comes in a fire, ! and 

* irlwind, to others in u (till: voice as 

T1 { teacheth us to a | difference; 

Fade 22, 23; fo himſelf doth — 2 
me he hath compaſſion, 2 
vi — — — 
| 1 and humiliation of ſome are 

more ſenſible & terrible. like the 

is tones with a hammer; they are brought 

by the gates of Hell to Heaven; of 6- 
| More ſweer, kindly and inſenſible, 
FT ke: the melting of wax before the fire, 

and Ice or Snow before the Sun The 
| ſome are taken by ſtorm, others 
— and tedious ſiege and battery; 
i 3 ized, as it were, by ftrs- 

ugem, and ſome ſurrendred upon Par- 
ey; yea, ſome are ſo wrought upon, that 
by þ "firſt ( ſenſible ) work — experi- 
ace, is Grace, 6 to a volun. 
18 tary 


(74) oY 
tary: feſignment of their ſouls to Ge 
cording to his own Will and Pleafure 
nor can any certuin fared Rules be { 
down about the various workings of God 
with poor ſouls. Nevertheleſs, theſe wwe 
things 1 conceive - may be fafely-af 


„1. That before a ſoul is brought, o 
upon a ſouls, coming over to Chriſt, 
hath ſuch a convincing ſight of fin, 
of his own fin original and actual, wi 
ſuch a meaſure of compunction & conti 
tion ( be it leſs or more as doth make hin 
boch ſee an abſolute neceſſity of Chriſt 
And willingly cloſe with him upon Ge 
 fſpeliconditions. (I ſpeak here of God 
working upon the adult.) "Tis not mee 
ly the —— 8 
appehended, attra e foul 
him; but withal, be ſees he Rands in need 
of him, and is undone without him. r 
would fain know of any of thoſe pretend] « 
ed Patrons and Aſſertors of free-Gracef ſv 
bow a ſoul can have any apprehenſiot | 


4 
. 


- tions of its own incl and miſery t 
io not the very - Emphaſis of the love 


| yr 
that while we were yet finner? 
drus Rem 5, 8. That when we 
and ſave ns? take 
finand miſery; and 


2 Sam: < ul re 
how fronldeft 
hes pup And C 19. 
41 ay fathers houſe were bas 
my Lord the Ki | 
* thy ſervant among. # hae 
* table, 7 W deep; 
, and of Mercy; 
Ge joy apprebended: melt che heart 
ſinner, apd make it as water, 
an wax, fit for any Divine im- 
on: ſo that there is in the ſoul, un- 


al Ger matt ingenuous na kindly workings, 


iſe of fin, and ſorrow for , 


fla, 2, And fer « foutis come do hein 
frame of the heart is ſuch, bat it 
r th-grieve and T . 


| (6) 

and conviction of à ſin now co | 
or the remembrance of a fin f 
aced-: Hexobjab humbled himſelf for th 
pride of his hearty 21 CHhñ N 1. 26; 
tiad Peter in che ſame temper, and DacY) 
vid often; the (tone taken out off. 
the heatg, there is an tend 
nels, | to T ic ſelf in ki 
molti 5 A 
— 9.—— (Rings to — 

Chrilt; or the Spirit: Now to both th 
the Formaliſt is a firanger | hiowlly 
n his hearr never 1 


rhe matter. yet is h 

dot a4 all conſlientious 2 « 4 

duty That it be done; he is very cars 
tal; but how, he regards not, The Fe 

ma] Jews were fa conſtant at their facrs 

1 1 Thncrre Chr ö 

Pſal. 50 e a ſte 

84x n0. leſs troubled for his 

— wan and th 
o in ben for his ons — ** 


pact watt! as — ovhich 3s . 
Agne with, ſome ſuirablencl of affrcti 


DUR £" 1 4 


- (97) 

= of grace : he th'nks-he harh 
„ und take tis Name in 

But this troubles not the Forma- 

be is 4 good Church-mam (as 

call him) conitant at his Famity-du- 

ie 1095 and never matters how cur. 

7 and lubbringly they are per form- 

14. his care is to get it done, the ſin- 
tere Chriſtians, to get it well done, chink- 

| jag himſelf never the better for that Du- 
y chat makes him not better; never the 
nearer for that which brings him not fur- 

ber out of himſelf., and neater God. 
rrychen; Canſt thou never remember 
125 time when thy heart ſmoꝛe chee for 
negligence in, as well as neglect of 

— Doſt chou go on merrily and 
ently in 4 cold, dull, heartleſs 

eourſe of Religious performances ? is 

« fad ſign thou art yet a Formalilt, ind 

| © thee the Text ſpeaks terror. 

F. He is a Formaliſt-whoſe Duties do 

| is execution upon his fins ; he Prays; 

=; and fins ; Hears, and fins , goes in a 
wund, as. a Horſe in a Mill: Take him 

=, * his Pr ers, you may hear bim per- 
onteſling his Worldlinefs ; but 
; 2 hir m in the World,” and you find him 
&coyerous, as griping, as apt to defraud 

F 3 as 


SY J. 
1 Tibet d 2 Job ö 
to fin, yen, t 
performances: 2 g 
— — 4 14, 15. J have Pratt it 
efferings by me, this day 1 heyy paid 
vows. Cone, let ut takg aur fill of tor 
So he thinks his morning and * |'n 
Duties procure him to ſin all the” | © 
day; wie he hath 43.9 
Word was never ſo pierceit , he C 
thinks more of it, to reform is bearr or | '& 
life by it; that he hath heard fatiſies bi ZZ 
never what, or to what end hi 1 
hath heard ; hence it is that no exermtion. | 
e n "os fr odtermiſe; Hl 
e tis far 0 a 
Duties give fin a ſhake, looſen it ac the 
foot : Trae indeed, a corruption may | 
aur-live-many 4 Prayer, Sermon, Hu- 0 
2 without any ſenſible dey {& 
cay ; yea, may feem to 1 | £ 
row more ent; yer 
ngdey perform doth ſomething to- f 
morrification of it: as in cut- | f 
down a tree, every ſtroak doth not þ 
bring it down, yet ſome chips are cut off; | h 
and in batrering a Fort, every hor doth | | 
not bear it down, yet makes itweaker, |. f 
and prepares ic for the next. So Dar J 
ary 


_ 
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N Du ty doch ſomething weaken ſin, at leaſt 


for that it increaſes the *oul's ha- 
Lof it, and puts upon him a freſh. en- 


| | rſue it to the death: e- 


I 


- 


| 


> r cr. Aq- 0 2 5» 


then bits go 23 by thy 


— 


75 
lov de pray ar 5 


e 

to y ſe 

e this terror to thy (elf, 

6. The Formalifi is ordigarily fall of 

confidence and ſelf-conceit, very ſuper- 
2s towards poor bruiſed reeds, and 


is 
S 


2 om abring ſouls : he looks upon the weak. 


liever as no body in 

Mell. Thus you ſte it in the Phariſees, 
7. 48. Lak, 18, g= 12. Paal was 
ee of thistemper, Ram. 7.9, He was) 
2 i. e, highly 
ont confident The 
— Formaliſt ſel.. 
ſuſpects Nagel, never is at — 

.for his Evidences, The Devil befriends 
him, and helps him up to this Pinacle ; 
he is not more an enemy to true ſaving 
Faith, then a friend to Preſumption: The 
fincere Chriſtian (on the other hand) 1 Ss 
yery ſuſpitious, often trying, dougbt- 
F 4 ing, 


- w >, oo ir ro on. 
r . 
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falſly. 


ay ſwear: 


ec. fo verſe 9. They 2 


feal, murder, commit adulter q. 


= 
- 
k 
2 
* 
2 
3 
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hour 
wmecent blood, 


fatherleſr, 


wil 


7 
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| ha 


115 
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* b@ 
Dat 

is neeeſ-“- 
g pre- 


his 
b. 15, J. 6. wich 
a cloak for 


Thos makin 
duty towards man: and up- 


dury of 
ſirous Parents : Aſatt 
7. 1, 12, 
piery towards God, 


Mar 


: 10 £ 
0 f tk 


mor 


| 


o 


„* 


- 
N 
I 
* 


2 


- axe they not p 


deart, a meer Formaliſt 2 - ſince· 


hath reſpect to all God's 
n knowingly 


1 uk any ;-much leſs make 6bedience to 
| — 2 de diſobedience to ano- 


$ Add one more briefly : The For- 


maliſt is repardleſs of his own heart : A 
\ -firapger to that Duty Seluwer preſſes, 


Prev. 


I 


in which, 1, A word to — decke, 
3 To the Formaliſt. 


CHAP,” 


— . * 
$I 3. - 


= 252 N 2 
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| Fo hunting UOft 
vin. Exhortation + 45 5 
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% rophant, 91 
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1] their hopes: Proſecared | x. bas 
reist. 2, Encouraging Motiver. | 


q T2 you that wallow in the mire o 
ſm, and drink the very 


July fee 1 5 1 — — | 
WIN —— 10 = E 8 
+ r EDT 3 * 
bons: is yet hopes in Ii con- 2 
> terning this thing; ſay not e a 
4 EOQnuch and- ſtranger, Tai 6. 3. The 
| Lord bath utterly {| me from his 
5 4 Btheld 1 ama dry tree : Nor with 


*. a. There i 
Mo 2; IF, 


er — ET ne 
we know not what aur portion will be in 
men none are 322 


wick 


1 


of is, Folk 

nope gr — ont hithand av 
10 r k & 
4 5 : Almirhty : be runner b 22 | 
25 kit neck, ben the thick, boſſes of his $ 
„ ters; 


* 


17 


the 


a one 
a-fincere Chriſti- | 
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E rae, This is it chat males 


in 
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2 comfort, 


— mach. he Tuss f c 
10-poor blind erge- 


ſame 1 Hy 
&) ro eee Ok tac yu m — 


— fr ic we roſe a "If 
Ame 50 Jeſus, Ads 13. 43 with af 
448. ge how the C | 


ſuch Meg for then; herefore th 
are even raviſhed with the glad td 


theſe! -Whac ? l chere boy 


. b 
oo 4 oo - 
; * 
1 * 


a 


me? for me an old — 


{unclean wretch, Sc? Will 
Kale co —— 


A rw have | 
ES 


| = 10 5 . 1s 25 
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15 e fo 

'© unſel,! 1/a. 55. J. Lier the wicked 

fake . way, and the worighteomg mas bur 

4 . and let him ret wn e Lord, 

. he, will bare merey, «pon, him, amg 
God, for he will abundantly; pardon; 


| dre, me leave to ſub. join two or three 


ls of e W as many;of EN. 


1 . „re 


e 


is 


— 
a 3 11 


Fa 


* 


l F 
1 fhalt „el, for 'thow art the Lord a 
God. And . xample 1. 
of ſuch as thou arc, whoſe converſions. 
recorded ſor thy encouragement, Aug. |. 
Aan, Bren, Pant © ſee that ſweet 
Scripturt, 1 Tia I. 15, 16, How bit} 
for this aut I obtained merty, —— 11 
ft N Chriſt might ſbew all longs} . 
fefferiey;; l * 
| a him to life verlag. 
— upon him ria conddence i : 
t N: eb. 6. 37.: Him that comers] 
ne whe; vill i e ceft off + View | 
Ache ſetvants of Fra 1 King; 20. % 
Thaveinard the God of Tſratl is merci 
| God meer petadienture ſhould bes: 
| — nw Creature, as it 
| :Lepers, 1 King. 7. 8 mac 
den thou ——— and] _ 
encoutagemeuts to allure thee to c 
ML ener 2 RA Dan 1 


„ Der reenſy! , Exch, 
Frog, wg dar ro loved tal . 
— chou maiſt : | This, abe 


1 : ('93) 
x Chriſt's on Doctrine, Cote 13. 3, 

5. Away then wich thy lewd compani- 

ons, exceſs, revelling; put away thoſe 


- a 


vo comfort in all: I have faid, read o- 
ver che * all thoſe that were 
"| | faved, eſpecially ſuch prophane ones as 
1 thy ſelf : Was not this valley of Achor, 
bitter Repentance, their door of hope: 
Tis not Pax the Perſecutor, but PA 
the Penitent, the faithful Apoſtle, that is 
in Heaven : Not Z acheus the Oppreſſor, 
dat Zachews the Reſtorer: Not A.gda- 
the Harlot, but Magdalen the Peni- 
tent; weeping Magdalen, waſhing Chriſt's 
fret with her tears, and wiping them 
wich the hairs of her head: And what is 
43 there in any fin, that hopes of future 
glory ſhould not make thee willing to 
part with it ?Is the Favour of God? Are 
the Conſolations of the Spirit? The Pri- 
viledges of the Saints ? Is Heaven, and 
4 - Glory, and the eternal fruition of the 
Beatitical Viſion, fo contemptible, that 
they cannot .ont-bid one baſe [uſt ? Are 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, better 
then the eternal recompence of reward ? 
Are devouring flames, everlaſting burn. 
ings ſuch light matters, ſo eaſie to be 
G 3 endured, 


F Works of the fleſh; G. $22. elſe take 


= 
— 
EL 
A a 


— { if you will take the courſe 1 
bed ) flep into Heaven before them 
Bur that I may leave you without ſcru- 
ple in this particular , take theſe two 
| gon 


T «4. 34. 6,7. Ja. 55.7. For 


ill you believe God upon his word ? 


Will yc 
be told you, Exzck, 18, 32. that he 
& - hach no pleaſure in the death of him that 


(ech: will you have his Oath ? Fa, 
33. 11, 4. live, ſaith the Lord God, 1 


bave no r is the death of the wicked, 
but that Wicked turn bis way 
and he , [ herein he hath pleaſure :] . 


| 82 % r If nej- 


ord nor Oath 


he have publiſhed Sn 
be wait, and beſcech , ſo patheti- 
G 4 cally 


* - 


rally beg your ſouls?” 2 Cob. 57 19. A 
: © for thy own caſe, could not God | 
thrown thee into Hell ſo ſoon as 
waſt born, if that had pleaſed him 
Would he have been at ſo much coſt and 
pains with thee? Or if thou now reti 
eſt, will he not ac thee ; yea, mee 
thee while yet afar of, fall upoß 
thy neck, and kifs thee, who hath be 
. fo long waiting that he might be graci 
. ous unto thee > And then for the honoug 
of God; tis true, he can get it in ti 
deſtruction, but he had rather thoy 
wouldeſt give it him in thySalvation:Suc 
is his Philanthropy, and love to man,tt 
he eſteems that his greateſt honour. which 
confitis with his creatures greateſt hap- 
ineſs. Let me ſpeak a ſerious word x 
| Whic h do you think will make the ſweet-? 
er melody in God's Ear ? whether the 
eternal howlings and. yellings of the 
damned, blaſpheming , and tearing his 
Name in pieces; or the inceſſant Bleſ. 
ſings and Hallejujahs of glorified Saints, 
finging Praiſes to him that fits upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 
ever? And for you to whom 1 am ſpeak- 
ing | Prophane ſinners ] How ſingularly 
þl will it he to God? How de- 
Tas lighctul 


_myu ee RF. 1 1.7. 


RES - 

Febrfal to the Angels, “c. to entertain 
zu into their heavenly ſociety ? to en. 
tain you; I ſay, not ſuch as nom yo 

are, but waſht in the blood of the Lamb, 

Wi cloarh'd with white linnen, which is the 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints) read, and 

read again thoſe three Parables of the 

4 Prodigal ſon, the loſt groat, and loſt 

Sheep, os 8. They tell you, there is 

more joy in Heaven over one ſinner that 

booms —_ _ — 
jutt pe need no repentance ; 

; ber the glory of God, he will boch ger 
more by you, (for the Phyſician's skill is 

4 commended by the deſperateneſs of the 
{ diſeale he cures) and you wil ( atleaſt. 

&# endeavour)give him more then others: If 

ve may imagine an = ſtrife and emula- 

tion amongſt the glorified Saints, to excel 


each other in — rap ſurely they 
l 


# that have exceeded others in ſinning here, 
will in ſinging hereafter : they ro whom 
7} moſt is forgiven, will love moſt, admire 
4 moſt, and labour to riſe higheſt in their 


of praiſes : So that this may be helpful a- 
2 gainſt any d:ſcouraging fears of bei 


N 4 rejected: is ſingularly pleaſing a 

'Þ honouring to Cod, that you ſhould come 

4 in; you cannot ſuppoſe God unwilling 
| | to 


bur your ” . ; 4 
a then fr vr mg way wy 


ed ? True, be is not ſo 
455 5 — 


a choſe that neither 8, 
—2 nor will thank 
For them; but when you are ſenſit ; 
your neceſſity and bumbly ſue to hij 
a 


n-intereſt in them, and caſt ye 


felves upon him, do you think be wi 


caſt you off? Hath he done the paink 
part, and will he not e more 0 


Pl 


(av) 
part of the work? Wilt ir hot be 
x ſatisfactiom co ſee the fruit of 
wel of his ſoul, in the Converſion 
Salvation of —— ptonr— 
acency 

YC t embrace you e 3 wr 
w. | Ky nm ic repens nor — 
* . ds enough chat thou 
freely give thee my to 

de, my Merit to procure 
ptance with the Father; m Sal 
Ut 1 tifie thee, my Spirit to ſeal thee 
wy dey of Redemprion yea, Heaven 
J Inheritance : mine it is 


wo; enthreT — 1 


. imagine bim 
| SEA and all be 
Rath done, upon thoſe that humbly beg 
in the deep ſenſe of their own nece 
r ſo that let not the vileſt wretch, the 
eft ſinner in the Congregation, 
off upon ſuppoſition that God will 
| accept him, or that Chriſt will caſt 
M tim of You ſee inthe TW 


(oe) 
the chief materials of that ſta 
brick, the' Chach; when Chriſt 
- Apoſtles were the builders, ubl“ 
eins and Harlots, ſinners, ſuch as "yall; 
ſelves are: With whom did Chriſty 
verſe Þ Whom came he to call? 
were they moſt commonly embe 
by him; but ſuch? Ney, ſach 
—ä— — building, but Maf 
builders, even Pas (though a Phat 


yet) in his own-account, a Perſecy 

a Blaſphemer, Injurious, 1 Tim. 1 

If you want not hearts, you want all 
for Heaven. All this 1 have ſpa}. 

hen, not in the leaſt ro ſtrengthen you 


hands in wickedneſs, (Woe to him 

ſhall ſo turn this grace of God into wa - 

tonneſs) but to remove that 1 

— Tay may keep ſome at a © 

from Chriſt ; nor would I be wp}; 

derſtood as encouraging any to d 

their rurning to Cod, preſuming'n 

acceptance at laſt gaſp. Remember 

of Asftin, Qui dat penitents grat iam 

ſemper dat peccanti peenitentiam : He , 

gives pardon to the Penitent, doth 

always give Repentance to the Si 

Come then, Prophane Sinner, come ſpe 
- -dily, ſeriouſly, humbly, and ſelf-deny - 


(161) 
ply" to Chriſt, and I prolly thee ac< -- 
; Make Text, 
Heaven, —— hold on Reer 
ue before the proud Formaliſt. T 
2 ſuch as they diſpiſe thee, 
| ; and prefer thee before them: 
In," however filchy and polluted thou 
300 ſhalt be waſht in che Lambs 
Mood, cloarh'd with his Righteouſneſs, 
made comely with his comelineſs, and ad- 
mirted into that bleſſed ſociety, Heb. 12. 
2 23, 24. there to continue to all Eter- 


7 CHAP. VIII. 

Le ſecond brauch f E xhort ation, v. 
0 the Formal Hypocrite, ro haften 
et of his dangerous condition ; urged 
as Aver, Motives. 


1 Nd nom I turn to you che other 
Nd A ſubjects. of my Text, Formal 
'Chriftians, who are painted 1 

ares that appear not, ar ted nee 

al  endearograd to work upon the o- 

4 „Iaſhall now endeavour to 


I ver Apen your fears : your condition, 
ce, is Ee deplorable, yet not 


FRE 
1 


— 


Fi 


8 likelihood 
Glvari 
then, biit that you 


much ar be at} 
25 Wy, 0 and generally 
2 —— and yer 


„ 11. 28. Come unto wed 
| v that Labour and ave heavy laden, 


| bet or wn Abe GE | 
eee — of Ora 
2 wa SIT and 40 
| 95 in it vot grieve wee to the e 


5 
N 
i» 
. 


et e? Will it not cur thee to 
heart, to be { from that ſoci 


in heaven, wich which thou haſt aſſogf f 


others to heaven, 


} - 

That tho — — and tered nol” 
pL y, for the x 
eſſion of Chriſt, and all ic 


330 
. 


2 

Loſt, 1. As to any acceptance with G 
here. 1. As to any advantage to 
ſelf hereaſter: How will it x 

of what then haſt done and d 


be (not only loſt as to an) benefc u in 
prick, but) * many weight 0 fi 

ceper 10t0 hell; 0 UL of 
— herons ihe Bug ; 
02 X- 
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(169) ] 
Drunkards; others unelean and debau?; 
ched-in/ dwir "tives! all of chem ſcoffing 
at Gol und Holineſs, which thou pt: 
feſſeſt : thou bleſſeſe ry ſelf, and ſayeſt 
in thy heart (and not without good rez- ; 
fon) D 8. 1. God, T thank s $ 
that' Lam not-au other men arc, c. Bur 
what if ſome of theſe; on Repentanee, 3 
ſtep before thee into Glory? Whit if 
thou ſeeſt hereafterfome'of theſe in'4- Þ 
brahaw's boſom, andy (elf in a 
of brimſtone ? What" theſe, waſht ih 
the blood” of the Euchb, cloath d in che 
Jong wine Robe) land amongſt the 
ſheep Chrilt's right hand; when chen 
2 che filthy. — rags or un 
— — be tu 
= oh-his-lefe band; 
ny vent \ Come! and wn 
252 Will nor 
Oy als — 
and fill chy fou * 
ror and eonſter nation ꝰ 2 
it will be — die in thy cot-| * 
dition, . Oh that 1: conjdiprovoke;you ro 
jealouſe l as God chreatem to dd 1, 
did e the Jews by the converſion | - 
of che Gentiles, Drs. 3 2. 21. among , 


11. Jy 5 day; e you will 
pro-: 


1 


6 
oyoked to a ſinſul and malicious jealous 
at this fight; but I had rather now 
rok ou to @- verfuous and holy-j 
uch as might royze-yog out of your 
| Fender „and make  you;alrogether: 
— | iſtians. The Jews were never more 
ncenſed. then when they were told 
God had rejected them, and æmbraced 
the Gentiles, Ad. 22, 31, 23. They 
ve him audience to chat word, and 
n lift up their voices, and laid, 22 
with ſuch 4 1 the Earth," for 
wet fit that be Hand dive. The of * 
grows ſullen and envious at his:Prodi- 
gil brothers entertainment and welcome, 
e 28, 29. In not this ſinful envy 
"that 1 would exche in yon but an holy 
jealonſie, fear, emulation; feſt ſuch pro- 
phane ones ſhould 1 before yon into 
tho Kp dom of G If ſuch. a ſighe 
(u needs it muſt be) grie- 
3 — and tormenting; endea vou ᷓ now 
ta preyent it by a timel 222 W 
Formality; otherwiſe I ſhall ſay, as the , Maha -· 
Heathen Philoſopher, who _ the met n. 
Chriſtians eat their pretended God, cry- 
ed out, Sit anima mes cm P niloſophic ;, ſo 
I, Sit anima mes: cum. pro 40 ſell. 
. '} * * peaitex f 
ef, 


ne To 


ut | 
8 
#| 
de 
de 
J 
1. 
| 
1. 
bed 
Ne 
1 
ro 
dd 
1. 
0. 5 


">" 


— — 


— — — 


NN 
TH 10 1 


Spit FH 


yr 


w 
imer> 


he ſtranger 


c. J. 
fomething do 


brows bis own birtern 
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e wht bi jo Why maß 
not 1. 45 be this, That 4s + 1 
heart hath its that others know 
not, fo its comforts affo ; and he that 
never knew the one, ſhall never taſte 
the "other ? however the thing is "aÞ 

ruth,” The vapors of a truly bum 
"bled ſonl's tears, ſighs, ſorrows, exhaled, 
do afterwards come down in refreſhing” 
hs Fave be pong — 
quors bottled up, . increaſe their ſtrength” 
and vittue : God bottfes up the tears of 
his people, and theſe waters ſo bottled, 
are turned into wine of conſolation. -Bur- 
che Formaliſt neyer knew how to weep: | 
for ſin, as ſin , be ; #trangerts6 | 
Evangelical meltings, and therefore can" 
not haye thoſe reviving -cordials of com 
wr ” he is 
3. True comfort is the fruit of a con- 
ſcience 'pacified , puriſied, ſanctiſied: 
2 Cor 1. 12. This is (# x drxnes 5u&v)) o 
exultation, the Teſtimony of a 
Conſtienee, c. ſuch is not the Formalift's 
| Conſcience; ſilent and peaceable it may 
be; 2 . for that's onely by the 
blood ꝙ — it may bring in an 


” = F ©. 


ab wing verdi&; but it's upon miſtake, 
which Will be re&tified by the 74 | 
* * * * U 


* 
% t ads 


4 R | 
J Fuag at the laſt day. Well chen: Would 
{abou drink the pure wine of Conſolation? 
Wil Wouldſt thou taſte of the hidden Manna? 
Have the new Name? The white ſtone? 
&Þ Gert out of thy Formality; Be that in- 
¶ deed, which now thou woudRi be account- 
ed, and deſireſt to be found ar att, A 
ſincere Chriſtian. 
14. Let chis conſideration drive thee 
F out of thy Formality : He that is no more 
then form, will,very probably, ere long, 
become leſs then form: Formaliry is but 
1 water-colour , not laid in the oil of 
grace, not drie& in the grain of Chriſt's 
Food and therefore will fade: it will 
either wear off in time, or waſh off with 
the waters of affliction. The Stage- 
Player who onely bears the perſon of a 
Prince; when his part is ated, and the 
Comedy ended, puts off his habit, and 
is but what he was before: The. Forma- 
'F liſt doth but perſonate and repreſent 
| the Chriſtian, and this will not always 
continue, Fob 27. 10, Will the Hypo- 
crite delight himſelf in the Almighty? 
will he always call upon God? He will 
not: Artificial Chriſtians will be bur 
| Temporaries : Such were Pad, Dem. u, 
$olian ; not wilt thou onely loſe what 
F 


thoy 


pn 


< 5+ 0. 


— 


2 


22 


neee. ee Pug * 


_ 


( 


often proved her moſt — go | 
but Comets will 


avour, n 
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very ground it is ca 
The counterfeit friends of 
7 
y chat are 
and he chat begi 


11 
Y + 
32 


the 
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| 2, ate 
don art indeed dead: a meer name will 
dot e a man from rer 
«#ion : Formality will ſhrink 
e wetting; the fire will diſcover 
who are but droſs, Lale 8. 13. Times 
ek perſecution, are times of falling off, to 
ole chat are not truly fixed : whence 
Juve all thofe ad falls in our days but from 
at of Truth in the inward parts? P/. 37. 
31. The Law of the Lord i; is bis heart,; 
mon? of bis fleps ball flide: The Forma. 
In hath che Law only in his head, and on 
his tongue; this is not enough to keep 
en from falling. And oh chink what 
Fe Diſcredit- it will be to turn Apoſtate, 
zegado ; How will God and man ab- 
br thee? good men becauſe thou att 
not what thou once ſeemedſt to be; bad 
men, becauſe thou didſt once ſeem to be 
| good : get therefore our of this condi- 
tion, which will have ſo fad an iſſue. 
5. But ſuppoſe thou mayeſt hold our, ir 
_ be bitterneſs in the end ; however 
thou mayſt eſcape the diſcredit and 
ſhame of A ie here, thou canſt not 
eſcape the danger and damnation of thy 
Formality hereafter. The Text tells thee, 
that Pablicans and Harlots go before thee 
| into the Kingdome of Heayen , but #s 


. they 
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328 ns) 
| not before, but upon repeg 
225 neither ſhalt ben fallow er, | 5 
pon the ſame condition. Forma 
xy will as certainly damn thee as' ,. 
other ſin, and thruſt you as deep in 
hell, as almoſt any other, and what cc H 
fort will it be, that thou haſt left a good?” 
name behind thee, that thou didſt u 
and die under the repute of a Gincere 
Chriſtian ꝰ the miſtaken commendati 
of 1 will be but a po 
allay to the ſcorching flames of bel! 
yea, it will aggravate thy torment 1 
think, (as probably thou mayeſt thir 
Now ſome are ſpeaking and hoping 
D we on car, while 1 
WI 1 14mes. 
"Tis fore addicon _ mans grief und 2 
extremity of pain or ſickneſs, to be judg i 
by others in. a better ſtate then inde * 
he is: To becanonized on earth is but} 
ſorry comfort to him that is condemned” : 
1 
1 


0 


in hell! what good did the honours cht 
were done to Were, at, and after hy 
death, do to him; though as the Hiſto- 
rian tells us, Now deſaerunt qui Neronent? 
vernis eft;viſque coloribus ornarent; Ther | 
wanted not ſome to ſtrow his curſe 
grave with the flowery of the ſprings | 
| 55.4 


= (117) 
'Salvien ( as 1 find him quoted) com- 
plains, that Malter wm corpora ſplendent in 
tb ſepsalchris quorum anime ardent in Gehemd, 
T Some were rendred glorious at their fu- 
7 nerals, whoſe miſerable ſouls were fry- 
4 ingin hell: a poor ſe | this is 
| nc allay, but is, or would be an aggra- 
Fraction of their corment, if they knew it. 
Iris ſtoried of one preaching at the fu- 
veral of a ſappoſed religious man, and 
i, | giving him large commendations, a voice 
— | was heard, ſaying) Morturis ſam, jauicat us 
Jum, condemnati ſum: for the truth vf the 
Nory, I ſhalt ſeave it to your own diſcreti- 
on, whether to believe it or no; the moral 
may be good chat damned ſouls rake little 
>| delight in the commendations of Survi- 
ore; for a man that takes a good Con- 
1 feience with him; and whoſe good works 
now bim, it is ſomething” to leave « 
od name behind him, for Prov; 10. 7; 
a | be memor y of rht juſt Ball be bleſſed , but 
+ | where rhe two former are wanting, 
Thf will r ſooner or later; the 
af Way will reQifie all miſtakes in that ki 
5 we would have a name that might out- 
1 that day, we muſt get out of For- 
; Nea come up to gy, which 
S Goſpel-perfection, | 
We. CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX, 
. er Directiau to the ma Hy 
i order te bus coming ont of tha 
tien, and becoming A ſound and (| 
- Chriſtian, 


Ut that I may 
by E * 7 
is it to diſco 
leave en it?) Take theſe 


e tha) þ 2 : | 


but he feels his ſickneſs, will 
Prom: and however, in — 
it. ia not always neceſſaty 
patient be ſenſible in order to cure 3 f 
ror the feeling of our di 


is the great to as pas * 
N = 
will la pr egy ade | 


— 2 to, but a 5 
— 2 of * — The will It 
— 14 2. Spiritual — 19 
in order to which the under 

be convinced. But becauſe it is one thir 1 
to ſee (in, and another to feel it, 1 thai” | 
aal do each ſeverally. 1. Then, 


| Ugg HER ing 
1 1 0 


il 


8 
< 
4 
2 
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3 3 | 
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| 
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leis in, and ef thy deadnefs, this may faſſei 


be troms more humble, hen be ſeems wy | 


(1 26)" 


W 
2. Obſerve thy  non-prohaency une 
Means, This is Another evidence. A paing 
ed Tree or mat is always in the ſame ſtat 

bat the living grows ; the living ChriftianF 
thrives, tod gets ground of corruption 

Wheretbere is a principle of Life, they 
will be growth. ' How did Nied g 
in Chriftian courage ? Jabs 3. 1, 2. co 
pared with Jobs 7. 50, 5 1. The ſmoaking 
Flax will become a flame, and the 

glimpſe cotne on to a noon-day brightna | 
True, the — * N mb 
of his growth, nar a fit it. 1 
ahe Oratot concerning growth in know led 

may be ficly appli'd hither 3: As we ſee 4 
dhadow of 2 Dial to have gone, hut ſeit 1 
not go; and the Herb or Grafs to have 
growri, but do not ſee it grow ; ſo the ee» 
creaſe of kriewledg, adfthe fame meyly {ri 
aid of Grace) becauſe it cophfis of - very 
fmall addicons,js ſcen only at ſome diftance: | 
Yer with1heſs limitations, I may afhiras 
That every true Chriſtian 4s: in a conſtanh, 


581. That he grows downrward-( like Trees | 
in Winter) w ben he ſeems to decay upward | 


en) 


a] leſs holy ; and this is reat gromth. God in 


md dom : Afterwards Pires, Speakers of i \ 


wiſdom ſuſpends his influences as to the 
| growth of other Graces, that there may be 

—— gtowth in that. Chiriſtiam, 
like the Arhenias Students , the more they 
growin Grace, the more out of conceit 
ith themſelves : As they at their firſt com- 


| —— arrogated the Name of Te, 


men; then #:Xi rope, Lovers of wiſ- 
dom, Ar lat Lira“, Idects, So it is 
with Chriſtians,” 
2, That he grows more into Hatred of fin, 


ben he ſeems to decay in ſtrength againſt 


it ; when he feels corruption prevail lufts 
inant ; he cryes out with the Apo- 
Row, 7. 15. What I hate, that de J. 


And v. 24. O wretched man that 1 ams, who 


ſhall deliver m from the body of this: death? 


- le more loaths fin and himſelf, that he can- 


corquer it; he abhors the very thoughts 


- of it, and grows more impatient of its 


. 
3. That he grows in depth of Judgment, 
when he. decline in height of Affection: 


poſſibly when young, he had more leaves 


d bloſſoms, (tronger affections, and more 


| ferverous m-tions4 but now is more ſober 


md ſolid. At firſt he was ſick of love; 


n 
now more rooted in love. | 
But now itis otherwiſe with the Forma- 
liſt ; he experiences no ſuch growth, but 
the conttary ; he goes backward, and not 
. forward; Fer, 7. 24. grows more proud and 

3 - ſelf-confident; fin grows leſs burdenſome, 

| er more delightful to him; as he hath leſs 
ſtrength, ſo he hath leſs heart then former- 
ly to refilt fin, or perform duty. Conſcience: | 
is in a conſumption, and he that would have 
ftrain'd at a t , Can after ſome time 
ſwallow a Camel; he loſes his ſeeming love. 
to, and ſavour of Religion, Obſerve then 

i If ic de thus with thee; for by theſe than 

mayeſt diſcover thy Formality, 

2. But it is not enough to get a convin» 
cing fight of this fin, i e, that thou art a] 
Formalift, excepe thou haſt dle an bumbs || 
ling ſenſe of it; there's a great diſtance be- 
twixt the eye and heart; a man may cle 
ſee that he is a ſinner, yet be little affected: | * 
with it ; the Drunkard, Swearer, &c. can} 
not but ſee their fin, yet are far from feeling | | 
it: It muſt be therefore our endeavour , in. | 
order ta the cure cf this fin, to get the heart 
affected, as well as the Judgment convincede | | 
Sin muſt be our burden, elſe we ſhall never | | 
look out for eaſe : Tothis end therefore it 
muſt be thy endeavour to view this fin in its 

| agg 
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(125) 
avations ; to confider, and dwell 

e conhderation of its hainouſneſs, till thy 

heart be preſled with the weight of it. To 


| belp thee alittle in this, take a few things of 


— 


"all theſe into a naked, empty P 
1 vain Theatrical ſhey ; ( as the Poetical Fi- 


many, 
1. It is a fin thatturns thegreateR reality 


ia the world into a meer ſhew and ſhadow 2 


Religion is the greatett reality; all we do 
is but a meer dream; Regeneration, 
__ with God. the Spiritual combat, the 
ife of Faith, Mortification of fin, &c,theſe, 
ae realities indeed: Now Formality turns 
Profeffion, a 


Ron cf the Eccho, metamorphoſd from 2 
real Virgin, to a meer Sound) as the Papifts 
have turn'd the true Faſt, into a mc faſſz 
ance and afflicting the CD 

ings of the Body, and Pilgrimages; the 
— the Supper, into a dumb ſhem; 
and the whole Worſhip of God into a cere- 
monious Enterlude : So the Formaliſt turns 
Prayer, Hearing, Sacramenrs, Cc. into ſha- 
dows; and is this a fmall fin, thinkyou ? 
Dwell upon this conſideration ; bow ſoon 
would Religion vaniſh into nothing, if there 
were not a fe ſerious ſpirits to it in 
the power of it? rn —_ 
| 2 8 


(124) 
the heart , the life of Religion, It was no 
leſs ſeriaus, then witty a diviſion which one 
of that Text, 2 Tim, 3. 5, Having 4+ 
— godlineſt-— Here (ſaid he) you have, 
1. The Body of Religion, ui. Form. 2. The 
Soul of Religion, ui. Power, 3. The death 
of Religion , and that is the ſeparation of 
the Soul from the Body, Power from Form, 
Thisis the effect of thy fin, it murders Ro- 


-..2, At is a mocking Godto his very face; 
it's alyipg to God, and will God endure it? 
What are your formal Petitions, Confeſſi- 


——_— 


ons, Thanligivings, Oc. but meer mockeries? | 


Thou comꝰſt to hear, but itis as they in Jer; 
42. 516, 9. who when they received a Meſs 
ſage contrary to their deſigne, tell the Pro- 
phet to his face, that he lies; at as Iſa. 58.2. 
who were but as a people that did rightecuſ- 
nels, and forſook not the Ordinances of theit 
God · L Or as they are deſcribed in Ex. 33. 
31, 32. The Prophet ' Preaching was to 
them as2 ver y lovely ſong of one that hath 
a pleaſant yoice---7 hey beard bis words, but 
did tim not.: And what greater abuſe can 
be put pon God, then for men to come, and 
pretend a-defire to know his Will, yet to take 
wo care. of, performing it As to your prayers; 
].may invert that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor; 14 
3.7 8 14. Tear 
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ET (125) 
14. Tour under handing prayerh; but the [pi- 
js ufruit ful. — 109 to 2 
Lords Table, are no better than à Jude's 
kiſs; not can God take any more pleaſure 


in your approaches, then he did in the like 


ſervice of the Jewt, 1ſs, 1. 2. 19 & 64.3 
You do but complement with God, and that 
is no better then meer mockery:O think hom 
wretched a thing it is, how highly diſplea- 
fing!your duties all of them, while you con- 
tinue in Formality, are ſo many jeers and a- 
buſes put upon God, 

3. By this ſin you put a cheat and falla- 


- Cy upon your own ſouls ; you mock God, 


but deceive your ſelves, Gal. G. 3; If 4 
was think himſelf to be ſomething bes be 5s 
wthing, dur gpwanert | be deceives 
bumwſelf , ſeduces his own ſoul, Jan b. 22. 
Bare hearers do wapancyited play 
the ſophiſters, put tricks and fallacies upon 
themſelves, Sov. 26. He that bridleth wet 
bis ton gas, ( andſuch ordinarily is the Fer- 
maliſt, bitter, railing , cenſorious) bus de- 
eig hit own lun, bis Religion is vais : 
And what greater madneſs than for a man to 
cheat himſcif ? Lay this home, und aggra- 
vite- your conditiom by it: Wretch that 1 
am! I think todeceive God and the world, 
but I ſhall find at laſt that I have deceived 


13. my 


1 


7 


4 (126) . 1 
Pf. 126 m own faule Will not God both fiod me 
out in theſe crooked wayes, and turn ne ut 
with the workers of iniquity ? He that per- 
7 — 10. 
9. « tterers ini ty e found | 
hateful, Plat, 36. 21; Tie it ſo cloſe- - 

ly, that God ſhall not find me out? Doth* | | 
not his eye pierce, and his eye-lids try tie 
children of men? Doth he not ſet our (es! | 
cret ſins in the light of his countenance? Ts" | | 

Iſa. 29. Dr | + 

. their fins (as well as their counſels) rom the | 

Lord'? Thus labour to make thy heart fen- | | 
fible of chis ſin. | | 
lun fin of evil influence upon othery, 

Watmand lively Chriſtians are the grett 
bleſſngs of the places where they live;theit 
zeal provokes many, 2 Cor. g. 2. But » dead 
and heirtleſs pr eſpecially if of any 
eminency in the Church) puts a ſtop to © 
thers who are apt to come up to their mei- 

ſure; and here to ref}, The whote A 

» Sam. 20. made 4 Rand at Auma dead 

%%  ſodomanyatonedead Cheiftim, How may 

a dead al Minifter' or Maſter of d 

Family, read his on in the Tempet of n 
{ or Family ? As face anſwers face 

8 glaſs, ſo for the moſt part doth the com- 

and temper of the Followers , 46. 
#4 6, * 2 1 
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ſame temper ? Were I a better Leader, my 
-- or — Neighbours would be bet- 
ter I they periſh in that fin, 
how juſtly may their Bloed be charged up» 

hardens 


—_—_— 


on my head ? 
5. It is a fin that inſenſibly 
heart; every fin is of that nature, Heb. 3. 


' 13, But as none is (I think) more 
ful, ſo ſcarce any more hardning. 


ty fin; it doth not «ra{eav;dy 
up the Gifts and Graces of Gods 
and ſo the Fire goes cut, Habits of lazineſs 
we hardly ſhaken off, as we ſee in common 
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leg; indulging oP ns” 


* * 6 (128 g | 
4; tethe'fformalifs fin) muſt needs encreafeir) 
Ace reits hene, ther of the d 
7 ys Prev, 6. 10. and 26. 14. Tet 4 lin, 
Ver. 1½ "ep; c. And what is ſaid of him, may'| 
well — hither, Ss thy poverty, | 
| 
| 


come 41 An armed -- By this lazy, fot- 
mal temper, ſpiritual poverty invades and 
| ſeizes upon the foul Befades, this fin, ac it 
V hath # natural, ſo a judiciary rendency to. 
. hardneſs of - heart ; 4. e, it provokes God to | | 
Lik.ig.26. give up to obduration ; From him that hath” | | 
dot (ſo ute improve) ſhall be taken even | 
F that he bath; or ſeems to have, God will ſe | 
7 —— ——— Sleep on, and | 
g a great Commander, 
— — 
574 ſaund bim, & dead I leave e 
deals with the lazy, formal, ſlug · 
giſh Chriſtian, Wark this allo on thy heart, 
4245 It is a fin that broodeth, hatcheth, 
cheriſheth many 3 pride, Sele-conhn 
. dence, Contempt of others, are the na- 
*. oducts of it. account of a con- 
Rant courſe of formal S 

: 4 — fin ; ſee Jer. 7.8, 
9, 10. 2 one ( an Italian 281 

ud to over his 

—— 


(inf. 


| obſerve his own beart, and he ſhalk find 


4 


den ordinary in a way of duty, he it apt to 


That when he hath done ſomething 


draw encouragements thence of being morg 
looſe afterward, Set this home: Oh what 
a: Viper have I harbour'd in my boſame! 
How many fins bath this one fin let in , and 
dawn me into, Fc? 
7. Irs a fin that brings both the ſureſt 
ſoareſt de ſtruction. To ſuch i that cut- 
ting word of our Saviour directed, Mausi. 
33 33. Te Serpents, ye yeneration of Vipers, 
hew can you eſcape the damnation of Hell? 
Hypecrites ate Leaders in the Black Roll, 
Matth. 24. laſt. And as diſſembled Sancti- 
ty is double iniquity, ſo ſnall it have a dou- 
ble portion of Miſery, Theſe things I have 
ſuggeſted to belp-you in aggravating this 
Gn upon yout on ſouls ; it were eafie to 
add many mote, but any ove of theſe laid 
cloſe to the-Conſcience » will. through the 


| bleſſing of God, make the Soul groan: un- 


der the weight of this fin, 
This is the ſum of the firſt Rep which a 
ras ing fghe, 2 bebe Gate of thy 
ight bumbling ſenſe of t 
; and would but the Lord bring on the 
Work thus fac; could 1butſee your hands 


on your loias,could i but find e 


«4 


| (4 
de) fmiting upon your thigh , 
' confounded; — ny 
vinced of 28 and ſenſible of the 
weight of this fin, how hopeful might 1 be 
of effeRing the Cure ? 4 
, © * When it is thus (or rather, that it may be 
thus) with thee , make thy addreſſes to God 
in way of ——. —— 
petition, But to hint ſomething 'briefly : 
1. Fall down before the Ban 
ſhame and grief of — — | 
ſelf-condemaing Acknowledgments , 
aggravated Confeſſions of this fin. Thew: | 
Lak. 18. 13 that haſt been hitherto a proud -Phariſee} 
4 —.— Public m. 22 
: Devid: poſture, Fſal. 51, 3, This is a figs © 
gone way to ger thy own beart effeſtedyfes 
its a principal end of confeſſion; 
we do not confeſs fin to inform God, but to | 
. Humble and ſhame our ſelves. In confeſſion 
thou mayeſt uſe the forementiooed aggrava-+ | 
tions. 


2. Add Petition to confeſſion ; beg 
more lively ſenſe of this fin ; = it is oat 
all thy own avating this upon thy 
ſul, that will wake thee feel ic"to purpoſe 
fill God take it , and ſer it upon thy Con- 
wiener; tis the Spirit of God that muſt 
deo purpoſe convince of fin, Joby — 


41310 „ 
fas which look but as Moats, will zppeaxr 
Beams in that Light which the Spirit 
darts into the Soul, Beg Contrition alſs; 
that acceptable Sacrifice of a broken heart, 
muſt be of Gods own preparing, the ſor- 
row which is va de: according to Cod, 
2 Cor. 7. 10---muſt be from God, Zech. 1 2. 
10. Beg pardon with the P ami ſt, Eſ. 5 1. 1. 
Fly may you uſe his Petition and Argu- 
ment, F ſal. 25. 11. Pardon my fin-—for it 
in great; and take up the Publicans Po- Lal. 18.1; 
flue and Petition, ſmite on'your breaſt, and | 
fay., The Lord be merciful ts me a ſinner, 
| — againſt this fin; pray for Truth 
| inthe inward parts; pray as P/'. 119. 80, 
Malte my heart ſound in thy ffarutet, that 1 
may never be confounded. „I have the 
Liveaments, put into me the Life of a Chri- 
ſlianz make me what I ſeem, leſt at laſt I be 
found what I would not; and here, take 
heed you be not formal in confeſſing and 
| inſt your formality; a hypocrite, 
| n the Art to confeſs his hypocti- 
fie in hypocrifie, and ſeems t6 be diſfleaſed 
with himſelf for that fin, when he is not ſ 
indeed, may well have | Lord have merc 
written upon his door. e 
Labour to get thoſe thingy which are the d. gj. 
very Life and Efſence cf a 9 
* * 
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difference a Chriſtian from ll others. 
of thele things have been hinted already, a 
ſhewing what a Formaliſt wants; I ſhall 
touch upon them here, and add more, Jy 


general, Content not your ſelves to act 


Chriſtians, ot in doing what a Chriſtian 
doth.,-*tis one thing to be and do as a Chris 
ſtian, ahd atother to be a Chriſtian, There 
are eſpecially five, things which conlliturg 
and are, as it were, ingredient into the very: 
Eſſence of a Chriſtian. #1 

1. A ſound conviction af, and deep hk 
miliation for. ſin. This ( as you heard be- 
fore) the Formaliſt wants ; this is the od 
paty Foundation of all that ſaving- wo 
which the Spirit of God doth upon the” 
Soul, «Joby 16. 8. This is the ordinary 
forerunner of true ſolid Comfort: Conyis 
ion and Contrition are the inlets and pre- 
paratives to Conſolation, Here begun 4he 
work upon thoſe three thouſand 


though its wrought in ſome inſenſibiy, of 
with leſs noiſe and horror ; yet it is wrought 
in all really, ho are ſaved in Gods ordinary 
way, and who are truly wrought upon. 

. Labourthen to feel ſin your heavieſt bur- 


| 


AA, 2, 37, pon P Row, 7, 9. 1 
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| fits of your life, 
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: (133) | 


the pride of your heatt, and ſo for other 
iaward luſts; yea, let your humiliation 
reach to your very duties; be zſhamed at 
their deficiency and defilements ; labcur to 
ſee and be ſenfible , that all your righteouſ- 


low the fireams; until you are come to the 

ing-head, vi. the corruptidn of Na- 
wre; and here fit down and weep, as the 
Jews by the Rivers of Bal: Never 
think your conviction and humiliation 
right, till you arrive at this, vi. A clear 
fight, and deep abiding ſenſe of the univer- 


| — of your nature, and the utter 


lity to any thing truly and ſpiritually 
Thus you muſt , as it were, begin 
work again, ta ze all other, and lay this 
238 a ſound foundation; he that hath this, 
hath the root of the matter in h'm. 
2. Labour after a total abnegation of 


pur own righteouſneſs, duties, priviledget, 


performances This is eſſential to a Chti- 
lian ; in that brief, but full deſcription of a 
fincere Chriſtian, P/. 3. 3. this 1s one of 
the three Ingredients, To pur no confidence in 
the fleſh. The firſt Leſſon in Chrilt's School, 
WSlf-drxial, Mut. 16. 24, We — 
vel 94-4 


but eſpecially your heart-2 Chron; 
N pallutions ; be bumbled ( with Hezekjab N. 264 , 


} 


neſs is as a filthy tag; and ceaſe not to fol- 1% 64.6; 


pores but exceedi 


— e 
properna natura uialemria 144 
Sa ee, thwarting our paiſic 
our ſelves of all thoſe 
we are wont to ſtrat, and 
Te We ma 
1 6 leam to acknowledg with the 
all our righteouſneſs is but as a 2 ag 
that our beſt Dyties, or ſerm ng 
are in themſelves but 2 beautiful Abc 
tion ; and to truſt in them, is but to * 
Cleaner way to Hell. And what ſhould | 
der from this ſelf-denial 7 What is ro. | 
; more { nay, is it not in t 
leſs. / then that of the Scribes 
Iſees / Read Loke 18. 8 


Jet ver. 14. the i r 
went away mote juſtified than 
niſer; that is, the Fhiriſee was not arallj ts, 
ftified; for ibere is enki. 46 
ation. Amway then with all thy pre (1 
— — Jorg 1 
made at of 
and - how . 
g will de; then bether 
ſhak be able t und n 


into-, but thoſe as the proofs i 
F 
dens ſtand: dre „except hi 
e be thy Advocate 3 and this he will not 


* 


de but upon thy cerdial acceptance of him 
da make out for Chriſt; cry cut, 

ie me Chrift, or I dye. And that you may 
es Cheitt , you muſt not (25 Fer) fir 
4 | och (your own,righteoaſneſs) to you; 


e Bine, caſt it from you. Neither 
I thir that a blind, bold, adventurous: ruſh- | 
is epos Chriſt, 2 meet adhetence to bim, 
" a N or 
11 


are too ord} . Well, if MIO THIS 
— — | be Chriſhay 
indeed, get out of all, and accept/Chrift s 
tendred in the Goſpel. .. ' 4} 


4. der that thou have a thorow change 5 
heart, Eb 4:23. Be renewed inthe Spi. 
your:wmind-3: Theſ,5, 23. Santtified throng 
ans; Tu vot building on ih: oundaty 
25 on. 
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all others in the warld; 


re | active { y 2.” I% M4 
Jazines of others ? A es bs 

oY pn wwe ?, 11 be wet preſent jn  (ptcs 
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103. I SIS 2 5 
#71 within we--He calls u E 
jogging thee; {ay not, 


i | a Crier There et 
— . life in the ſqulʒ the word is, The 
- immortal ſeed whereby fouls are 
x6 God, 1 Pe. 1. 23. Ten and orb 
| Ordinances loſe their livelineſs, by 
i Lead, hearteſi, formal management; 
U 1 lll us - 
ep in our fermalty. Cor on farm 
9 nou haben: How can thoſe Ordi- 
a} maces make hearty Chriſtians, which have 
; | no heart in them? Ordinances that are 
| pM es and ſtatutes whereby 's ſoul txt. 2 
+ tannde live, are amofigt che ſaddeſt of 25. 
Dead forms are like the ſtqne | | 
ul it the foot of the Bird, which binders it 
4 from the firſt uſe of its wing: Aifo how 
4 | prone is the laſt age of the world to fall 
7 into this drowſie temper? We have-need 
ts + of the molt lively Ordinances, and all 


too little to keep us waking : Dull, bear- 
FM bet Preaching, Prayers, or other Ordi- 
*hances will charm che Soul into a dead 
: | Nleep, aud will be as a ſoft Pillow _—_ 


als 4 


” 


£ ip may 2 
e d n | 
pom ry the putting ſouls into, n 
em in a poſture. * 
life and c 1 a into Ordi⸗ 
= the beſt 2 — ha ve 
if they be not qui 


the Sprrit. are but like the Þ 
sf, 3 Xi 25 ve hal 


rs. 


Word bid us — if aries, a 

enter into us, and ſer us upon our | 45 
2 The weapons of our 

mighty, bur it muſt be rough 

L 5 If we mult have hearts 

Fir em earneſt Prayer will es 


wha cane becxer, or a bleſling upon 


on 7. . of warm and 
65 are Ike ficke on Greg)! 


at are put to them, 167 F 
» — — may If there he a+ 
of 


r | 
. | 2 Lion, chaſti 
lan vertuet, to the 


hope 
| glorificd 
ſerve him: are they hon, ot will you 
d, and hearrkeſs as y 


jo be and ut ? It ill befeemms him who hopes oge 
te joln in conſort with that heavenly quite, 
to be ſo ume k. Hul and heartleſs in the ſervice of 
04, "Phil, 3. 1m. It was Paul endeavour and 
ambijcion, it by any means, to to the reſur« 

4 retion Ade . RA ene ar d per- 
aon which he hoped then to arrive zt. True, 
Jer are clogg'd with fleſh and corruption 3 "cis 


{ mpoſlible t our [ervices ſhould be fo pure and 
1 untefiled, 
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